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 PUB ED SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

June 24, 2014 
 
 

ATTENDANCE 

Rob D’Arcy  County of Santa Clara 

Karin Hickey  City of Santa Clara 

Sandy Jensen  City of Sunnyvale 

Maija McDonald  Acterra 

Bruce Olszewski  San Jose State University 

Lisa Rose   County of Santa Clara 

Anna Szabo  City of San Jose 

Junko Vroman  City of San Jose 

 
1. Call to Order 

Sandy Jensen, Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:33 a.m.  A quorum of 5 was present.  
Those present introduced themselves.  

2. Approval of Minutes                                          
There were two corrections to the minutes from the May 27, 2014 meeting – one was in 
the title of the minutes and the other was to add an “o” to Junko’s name at the end of the 
second paragraph under item #4.  Bruce motioned to approve the minutes with those 
changes.  It was seconded by Karin and passed unanimously. Those not present at the 
May 27, 2014 TAC meeting abstained.  

3. Public Presentations 
There were no public presentations. 

4. Selection of candidates for CRRA Scholarships 
Seven essays/requests for scholarships were submitted, leaving three spots open.  Bruce 
motioned to approve the slate of seven.  Maija seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously.  There was discussion about the remaining three seats.  It was determined 
that Maija will draft some language and Lisa will send an email to all parties to the MOU 
and inviting each to submit one name per voting party (with San Jose receiving two 
votes) by noon on Friday.  After that, three names will be drawn, along with five on a 
waitlist in the event that some of the previously identified candidates are unable to attend.  

Board of Supervisors:  Mike Wasserman, Cindy Chavez, Dave Cortese, Ken Yeager, S. Joseph Simitian 
County Executive:  Jeffrey V. Smith 



Lisa will craft a letter and send to Rob and Maija for final review.  Once identified, Rob 
will provide CRRA a list of chosen candidates and the dates they have selected to attend. 

5. Go Green Bay Area School Conference 
Sandy attended a stakeholder meeting last week.  The theme of the Go Green Bay Area 
Schools will be Pi, as the date of the conference is 3.14.15.  The main focus will be on 
how technology has and will continue to influence environmental education. Bruce 
cautioned that many professors at SJSU are not supportive of online education as a 
replacement to in-person learning.  Anna stated that the focus is more about technology 
supplementing and complementing learning rather than substitute it.  Sandy asked if there 
was a stipulation on how to spend the $15,000 that TAC approved for the conference and 
Rob said there was none.  Emy Mendoza is responsible for stakeholder meetings and 
anyone interested in participating should contact her. 

6. Information Sharing/Roundtable 

• Karin Hickey noted that she had a landlord in Santa Clara who was upset that tenants 
were not recycling as much as they could.  She spoke to Recology about the bags they 
are using to promote recycling in Cupertino and were given some to pilot at this 
particular multi-family dwelling. Karin included additional information for tenants 
about the importance of recycling and the City will monitor the situation.  If it prove s 
to be effective, they may consider offering this service. 

• Bruce said students have contact haulers and cities to discuss what makes up “trash” 
these days.  There is such an emphasis on the recyclability of items that sometimes 
we forget to identify what constitutes trash.  He is considering adding a feature to the 
website that when searching for specific items, a message would pop up to read 
“sorry, this is trash” or something to that effect.  They have also been collecting 
images of various recyclable items.  He has been using BootStrap for the CDR 
website and there seems to be issues when viewed on tablets and other mobile 
devices, so is looking into it further. 

• Rob said the HHW White Board videos are in draft form and they are now working 
on fine tuning the voice over and drawings and hopes to have something to debut in 
about 30 days.  There are four separate videos – one for used oil, one for general 
HHW, one for paint and one for batteries/fluorescents.  Videos will be on the HHW 
website and cities are highly encouraged to post them to their sites.  They will be 
YouTube format.  Suggestions were made to post them on CreaTV and show them 
during Earthquakes games. 

• Sandy said the meeting with Tri-County Apartment Association was canceled but 
hopes it will be rescheduled in September.  It seems the best way to reach managers 
for multi-family dwellings (MFD) is to make direct contact.  Maija McDonald noted 
that Juan Romero with the County Executive’s Office has reached out to owners of 
properties with 4 or more unites regarding Energy Upgrade California.  Jaun may be a 
good person to network with about outreach to MDFs on AB341 and ZLI workshops 
about Right Size, Right Service.  Sandy said that Prometheus has been acquiring 
many large properties and have employed Waste Experts to help MFD’s reduce their 



waste by 50%.  Waste Experts sorts and cleans containers at MFD’s.  There is a lot of 
garbage going into the recycling containers and high contamination rate.  City staff is 
holding off for now and taking a wait and see approach.  There is also a door to door 
valet service for MFD’s in some cities.  This may be in violation of franchise 
agreements. 

• Junko noted that San Jose has done and will continue to do public education and 
outreach at Earthquakes games.  If cities have materials to be distributed, they should 
be given to Carolina Camarena at City of San Jose. 

• Folks have been seeing the HHW ads on trucks and at Giants games.  Rob said the 
next round of ads will also have a focus on stormwater. 

• Maija had a question about e-waste event fliers and said she’s received some that 
have a largely expanded list of items they will collect including motorcycles, auto 
parts, refrigerators, stoves, etc.  It is likely these people are taking these items to 
recycle for their metal.  Rob would like to have copies of these notices.  E-waste 
collectors notify the Department of Toxic Substance Control (DTSC) that they are 
collecting e-waste and then are entered into a system so that they can be reimbursed.  
E-waste recyclers can receive R2 or e-Steward certification.  There is no certification 
available to collectors. 

7. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 10:58 a.m. 

 
 

THE NEXT SCHEDULED PUB ED MEETING: July 22, 2014 
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