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ATTENDANCE 

Clifton Chew  County of Santa Clara 

Karin Hickey  City of Santa Clara 

Sandy Jensen  City of Sunnyvale 

Maija McDonald  Acterra 

Emy Mendoza  City of San Jose 

Lauren Tacke  City of Cupertino 

Ingrid Velasquez  City of Cupertino 

Junko Vroman  City of San Jose 

 
1. Call to Order 

Sandy Jensen, Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:34 a.m.  A quorum of 4 was present.  
Those present introduced themselves.  

2. Approval of Minutes                                          
Maija McDonald had a correction minutes for the June 24, 2014 meeting.  Lauren Tacke 
motioned to approve the corrected.  It was seconded and passed unanimously. Those not 
present at the June 24, 2014 TAC meeting abstained.  

3. Public Presentations 
There were no public presentations. 

4. Results for CRRA Conference sponsorship 
Sandy Jensen asked Maija McDonald to provide an update on the CRRA sponsorship 1-
Day Pass.  Maija said there were seven applicants for the ten available sponsorships. 
Those that applied received an award with the remaining three slots fill through a request 
for nominations from PARTY members of the TAC MOA.  There are two alternates in 
case any individual cannot attend the conference. Clifton Chew confirmed that the letters 
have gone out and will check with Lisa Rose if CRRA also communicated with the 
awardees.   

 
Board of Supervisors:  Mike Wasserman, Cindy Chavez, Dave Cortese, Ken Yeager, S. Joseph Simitian 
County Executive:  Jeffrey V. Smith 



 
5. Upcoming new programs, pilots for each jurisdiction 

Sandy Jensen said she added this item to see what was happening in other cities and this 
is the time of year when new programs are implemented. 

Karin Hickey stated that Santa Clara is one step away from a bag ban while the EPS ban 
is a go.  She also said she is working on ‘Adopt a Spot’ where a group/organization can 
adopt a neighborhood/storm drain inlet for a one year commitment.  Currently drafting 
signs for acknowledging the adoption, brochures and a waiver form.  The locations are 
selected by the group/organization with some recommended areas if they do not have a 
site in mind.  The commitment is for one year and request that the group/organization 
have at least three events a year, report on the quantity and to notify the city to pick up 
the bagged litter. 

Lauren Tacke reported that Cupertino has a bag ordinance and an EPS ban is effective 
July 1.  No specific pilot program but continuing efforts with commercial businesses in 
not only right sizing their services but also participate in organics collection.  The 
organics material goes to Rogers Facility for processing but then go to Pacheco Pass for 
composting.  She said it is a big learning curve for resident to place organics in the yard 
waste cart.  Another issue is ‘What is the best word to use: food waste, organics, organic 
waste, etc?’  Additionally their program does not accept bags or utensils because the bags 
will interfere with grinder and utensils do not break down fast enough in their process.  
The program began November 1, 2010. Lauren also described the “Waste Management at 
Your Door” hazardous materials (including paint) collection for residents.  

Emy Mendoza said San Jose’s pilot program with various parts: where residents were 
given compostable bags; while another part was given no instructions; other residents 
were told to put food waste with yard waste; and another part told to put in a separate 
container.  She indicated that the highest recovery was during the back end sort which 
was expensive.  

Junko Vroman expanded that San Jose has issues with recycling contamination where 
they are leaving courtesy and non-collection notices up to 4,000 per month. Also, she 
mentioned that garbage service rates will soon be added to and paid through property 
taxes.  

Sandy indicated that TAC Operations subcommittee produced a BMP that addresses 
haulers, residents and jurisdictions and recommended everyone read it. 

Jurisdictions discussed how often hauler newsletters go out and if they do any additional 
city newsletters as well. 

6. Guidance for fund allocation to Go Green Schools Conference 
Sandy Jensen said she brought the topic up at the last TAC meeting asking about fund 
allocation for the Go Green Schools Conference.  TAC indicated that there was no 
direction on how the funds were to be used but that the subcommittee could look into it. 

Emy Mendoza said San Jose has moved out from under a fiscal crisis and is now able to 
support the Go Green Schools Conference and now planning a March 2015 conference.  



She indicated that in the past it was a Bay Area conference but part of the scaling back 
will bring the focus to the South Bay.  She said the $15K is to make the conference as 
affordable to teachers as possible, so they are charged $25, at it is being held at the San 
Jose Convention Center which ends up being about $180 per person.  Sponsorships help 
defray those costs and doing fundraising with other people.  The focus will be on:  Waste 
Water Facility (what happens at the facility); the Don Edward’s Wildlife Preserve; Water 
Conservation; Storm Water; Recycling and Waste Management; and, Silicon Valley 
Energy Watch.  Emy wanted to bring in ‘how is technology being used in the classrooms 
for environmental education?’  This allows us to talk with the technology education 
foundations to be a part of the conference.  Additionally, her director has asked her to 
develop something for the superintendents of schools to be a part of the conference so 
that they can see community wants this education and the teachers need the support and 
that the City is interested in shaping that curriculum.  There has been an external 
stakeholder meeting asking how to shape this conference.   

Karin Hickey suggested soliciting potential attendees for their interests and structuring 
some of conference content to meet their needs.  

Lauren Tacke suggested PubEd not be involved with the conference direction and let 
them do what they choose.  

There was a discussion about whether to evaluate the $15K allocation.  The 
subcommittee decided to continue the item to next month’s meeting for determination. 

7. Information Sharing/Roundtable 
Lauren Tacke had a flier for their garage sale event which will be held September 20 and 
21. 

Sandy Jensen said Sunnyvale’s Garage Sale will be September 13. 

Karin Hickey said Santa Clara is also have a Garage Sale Event and that they were 
contacted by Goodwill Industries.  Jurisdictions responded with their experiences with 
NGOs with these events.  Their event is August 9. 

8. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 11:31 a.m. 

 
 

THE NEXT SCHEDULED PUB ED MEETING: August 28, 2014 
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