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 PUB ED SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

February 23, 2016 
 
 

ATTENDANCE 

Clifton Chew  SCC - RWRD 

Karin Hickey  City of Santa Clara 

Sandy Jensen  City of Sunnyvale 

Maija McDonald  Acterra 

Junko Vroman  City of San Jose 

 

ATTENDED VIA PHONE 

Cary Bloomquist  City of Mountain View 
 
1. Call to Order 

Karin Hickey, Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m. A quorum of four was present. Those 
present introduced themselves.  

2. Approval of Minutes                                          
Sandy Jensen made a motion to approve the minutes.  The motion was seconded and all present voted to 
approve. 

3. Public Presentations 
There were no public presentations. 

4. Large Event Diversion Tactics 
Karin Hickey said there was a community event on Saturday before the Super Bowl at Santa Clara 
University.  The City had purchased 40 sets of clear stream container but only labels for compostable 
bins.  They had eight volunteers working the event but still found a lot of contamination.  Does anyone 
have any successful diversion stories for large events?  Additionally since it was run by a third party, the 
City could not make it a zero waste event. 

Sandy Jensen said recommended having signage for all the bins for consistency.  Sunnyvale uses Boy 
Scouts at the Art and Wine Festival at monitors and get them pre-trained before the event. 



Cary Bloomquist, City of Mountain View, reported they support a half dozen major and several smaller 
events each year.  Staff and volunteer support at each collection station helps keep contamination in the 
waste stream to a minimum.  It is important all volunteers be properly trained and monitored during the 
event.  If possible, having volunteers work shifts (morning, mid-day, late afternoon/evening.) is ideal. 

Junko Vroman said the City website has information for entities that want to hold events that include 
policy, reporting requirements, and available resources.   

5. Information Sharing/Roundtable  
Karin Hickey had three items: 1) she contacted the DMV media relations about getting some adverting 
on Monitors at the DMV and now waiting to hear back from the motor vehicle network; 2) she is also 
looking into video monitors above gas station pumps.  She contacted Blue Line Media to check their 
rates.  Someone suggested at the point of sale for oil; and 3) Karin said Maija McDonald helped find 
some interested parties to put additional entries on the Eco-Gardeners Website for classes/workshops.  
They include Common Ground and UC Master Gardeners.  

Junko Vroman said San Jose is focusing on large item pick-up.  The first time is free (up to three items) 
and addition occurrence will be charge $27.  This program is for single and multi-family and paired with 
illegal dumping. The funding is built into the rates and they are looking to continue the program and 
possible expanding to additional free occurrences.  The service requires items to be picked up within 
two weeks, unless customer request otherwise.  She did note the need to coordinate with other 
departments with the example of a resident who called for bulky item picked was sited illegal dumping.  
Neighborhood clean-up have a cycle of every three years and residents can also purchase extra garbage 
bag tags at $6.25 at the libraries, San Jose Savemart, Lucky’s and Safeway’ stores and also at City Hall.  
San Jose is working with San Jose State University (ComUniversity) on illegal dumping. 

Cary Bloomquist said Mountain View also have extra garbage stickers at $5 which can be purchased at 
city locations and Mountain View Safeway and Nob Hill stores.  Extra recycling for residents is free if 
they put in a cardboard box or clear plastic bag. 

Sandy Jensen said Sunnyvale implemented extra garbage bag tags eight years ago.  Initial challenges 
was to get corporate retail stores to stock them, now all grocery stores with over 10,000 square feet have 
them available. They are also sold at city facilities and the SMaRT station for $6 each.  Sandy said she is 
trying to commercial composting into schools.  Working with Lakewood Elementary School and did a 
waste audit.  Of the 13 bags sorted, only one was garbage, 40% were recoverable and 30% compostable.  
Finally getting the school district to reduce service levels and stop during the summer. The lunch 
program is working with Food Runners in trying to divert the food.  For AB 1826, they are interviewing 
restaurants that are currently composting to determine the barriers and benefits.  The next step is going 
to the remaining restaurants to see if they see the same barriers.  Sandy said the composting workshop 
had 33 people attend where all last year there were only 50 people, she is pleased with the way things 
are going.  She is willing to share the outreach materials.   

Clifton Chew said County Unincorporated areas have rates for extra garbage which is a quarter of the 
monthly rate.  Additionally, there are two additional curbside pick-ups per year for free but bulky item 
pick-up has a charge and residents also have two community clean-ups per year.  Residents are informed 
through bill inserts, newsletters and at the community clean-up.   

Karin Hickey noted the next meeting falls on the same day as the NCRA workshop and wanted to know 
if people wanted to cancel the March meeting.  All present said that would work, and next meeting will 
be April 26. 

6. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 10:42 a.m. 
 

THE NEXT SCHEDULED PUB ED MEETING: April 26, 2016 
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