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ATTENDANCE 

Cary Bloomquist  City of Mountain View 

Susan Caudill  City of Palo Alto 

Corren Edwards  City of Milpitas 

Anne Hansen          City of San Jose 

Sandy Jensen  City of Sunnyvale 

Maija McDonald  Acterra 

Bruce Olszewski  San Jose State University 

Lisa Rose   County of Santa Clara 

Cole Smith  UC Cooperative Extension – Home Composting Education Program 

Anna Szabo  City of San Jose 

Ingrid Vasquez  City of Cupertino 

 
1. Call to Order 

Sandy Jensen, Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:40 a.m. A quorum of 6 was present. Those present 
introduced themselves.  

2. Approval of Minutes                                          
A motion was made to approve the minutes for the February 24, 2015 meeting. It was seconded and all 
present voted to approve. Those not present at the February 24, 2015 meeting abstained. 

3. Public Presentation  
There were no public presentations. 

4. Possible name Change to Home Composting Education Program TAC Prioritization 
Cole Smith, UCCE Home Composting Education Program Coordinator presented a recommendation to 
change the name of the current home composting education program and also showed a couple of 
possible logos.  There has been concern that the current name doesn’t encapsulate all of the services 
offered (schools, organizations, tabling at events and fairs) and focuses too much on the home 
composter. 
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Discussion took place and each city representative was asked their opinion. Most noted that when they 
tell community members and residents about the program, they usually refer to it as “composting 
workshops” and don’t typically use “home”.  Some members preferred to keep the name the same, as it 
has been known as the Home Composting Education Program for 20+ years.  After a lengthy discussion 
a vote was taken to drop the word “Home” and change the name to the Composting Education Program. 
TAC members voted and the motion passed with one opposed. 

UC Cooperative Extension, under its contract with the County is tasked with coming up with stand-
alone branding for the Composting Program that is separate from the Master Gardener Program and 
Cole presented two versions of a logo and tagline. The suggested tagline that came under Composting 
Education Program is COMMUNITY • HOME • CLASSROOM 

There was discussion about moving the word Home first and centering the entire tagline. It was agreed 
that leaving Home in the center drew the reader’s eye there first. 

A longer discussion took place about the proposed logo which depicts a pseudo recycling symbol using 
a segmented worm, apple core, leaves and a banana peel. Some believed the worm needed to look more 
natural, others thought placement of certain items could be moved, deleted and perhaps another item 
added in its place. Bruce motioned that Pub Ed request one more rendition of the logo be created based 
on the suggestions made and to show it both in color and gray scale and presented at the next TAC 
meeting.  Anna seconded. The motion passed with one opposed and one abstention. 

5. TAC Prioritization 
Sandy read the list of long term projects as follows: 

•        Public/private partnerships (similar to Earthquakes campaign) 
•        Community Engagement     
•        Clean up the recycling stream (is this an issue?)   
•        Focus on schools in order to effect change at residences  
•        Universal iconography, terminologies and colors to use on waste receptacles 
•        Funding for outreach     
•        Coordinated Countywide outreach    
•        Effective outreach to change behavior    
•        Use Community Based Social Marketing – Workshop in SF Feb 2015 
•        University to help      
•        Increase www.ReduceWaste.org Website/Online presence   
•        Truth-telling in Products and Recycling    

 

With regard to cleaning Anne Hanson noted that Athens, GA ran a campaign to Recycle More and 
increased their recycling rate by 7%.  Recycling rates had been flat for the previous 10 years. 

The group is very supportive of focusing on schools, especially given there is $15k budgeted for a 
schools conference in the coming fiscal year. Anna spoke about an upcycling@schools event that was 
coordinated with Lou Ramondetta and Silicon Valley Leadership Group in which students made things 
out of materials that would have otherwise been recycled or landfilled. Students were thrilled with their 
items and were able to sell them and earn money. 

Due to time constraints, this item will be continued to the next meeting. 

6. Information Sharing/Roundtable  
Ingrid said that on May 5, Cheri Donnelly and Roger will be presenting a Commercial Organics 
Program to City Council.  She also noted National River Clean Up is May 16 on Calabasas Creek.  All 



new commercial developments in Cupertino will be required to include trash trios for garbage, recycling 
and organics. The reusable bags that were designed by Cupertino students are available for purchase at 
Whole Foods and Ranch 99 stores and money collected from the sale will be donated to a charity of the 
grocer’s choosing.  Some restaurants are implementing Re-Think Disposables. 

San Jose is working on cleaning up their wet bins a bit more so they can take more material to ZWED.  
They continue their partnership with the Earthquakes and hope to be able to get into the tailgating area at 
an Earthquake’s game to further promote the wet/dry system. They are also working with the Tech 
Museum to implement a wet/dry system exhibit as part of their tours.  Finally it seems that the 
Earthquakes are eager to partner with other cities and organizations. 

Corren said that Milpitas is also participating in National River Clean Up day on May 16.  They are in 
the process of working with Cole to add some compost workshops in Milpitas. Their largest event of the 
year– International BBQ is coming up and will feature reusable bags. 

Maija said she attended the Litterati event and found it quite interesting. San Francisco used data and 
documentation collected from the Litterati to include in their case for enacting cigarette tax. 

Bruce said CDR has 22 students currently and some will continue on through the summer session. They 
are updating all the city information presently. 

Susan Caudill said Palo Alto is rolling out curbside food scrap collection July 1. Wendy has made some 
in-roads with the school district and hopes to engage Zero Waste Champions. 

Sandy said Sunnyvale launched a pilot food scrap collection program in March in 530 households in five 
different neighborhoods. They have about 73% participation rate. This is a one year pilot using split 
carts. 

7. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 11:15 a.m. 
 

THE NEXT SCHEDULED PUB ED MEETING: May 26, 2015 
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