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ECO-GARDENS SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

April 7, 2017 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Karin Hickey*  City of Santa Clara 
Karen Koppett* Santa Clara Valley Water District  
Lina Prada-Baez* City of Santa Clara 
Lisa Rose  County of Santa Clara 
Amber Schat*  City of San Jose 
 
CALL-IN ATTENDANCE 
Stephen Rosenthal  California Native Plant Society 
 
*denotes voting member 
 
1. Call to Order and Introductions 
Karen called the meeting to order at 2:33 and all present introduced themselves. Three voting members were 
present at the start of the meeting and quorum was met. 
 
2. Approval of Minutes 
The meeting minutes from the March 24, 2017 meeting were amended to show that Jaqueline Davison did 
not leave early; she was present for the entire meeting.  
 
Karen Koppett moved to approve the amended minutes; Karin Hickey seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
3. Public Presentations  
There were no public presentations 

 
4. Website 
There is no update since the last meeting regarding the current website. Karen asked if anyone had played 
around with Square Space website that she had developed. No one had but at the meeting people reviewed it 
again. Karin noted that Vishakha had asked that Dave Staub be made aware of possible change. He doesn’t 
see a problem moving away from the current vendor and recommended the Eco-Garden Subcommittee Chair 
take it to TAC for a formal presentation describing pros and cons of moving from GardenSoft to Square 
Space. Vishakha is bringing it to SCVURPPP management committee. It was recommended that the 
presentation to TAC also include the fact that Square Space features a blog.  

 



 

Gerry needs to be contacted to see if the URL remains with GardenSoft or if Eco-Gardens can keep it. Amber 
motioned to have Karin Hickey send copy of the agreement with GardenSoft to her City Attorney to review 
and opine on what the legal status is and report back. Karen Koppett seconded and the motion passed.  

 
Karen asked what else should be included in the new site. Karin noted that TAC will want to see that 
composting should be promoted as much as possible. Karen is able to use the fact sheets and video links 
from the current site and post to Square Space. 
 
Amber said it would be good to include the new C3 Rain Gardens. Amber has a list of nurseries that have 
approved plant lists and that too can be included on the Square Space site. 

 
Karen provided a quick update on the posters. She had given them to Water District interns who are 
distributing them to nurseries and big box stores. However the big box stores don’t have a good location to 
post them. The District’s Landscape Committee also has some posters that they are distributing. Karin 
Hickey gave posters to the main library in Santa Clara. 
 
5. Social Media 
Lina created a Facebook and Twitter account for BA EcoGardens; it is possible to take blog posts from the 
Square Space blog and link to Facebook and Twitter.  
 
Karen said the Water District is promoting Sprinkler Spruce up Month and Outdoor Water Wise Program in 
May; she wanted to know if she can use a hashtag to connect it to the BA EcoGardens Twitter account. Lina 
said you would need to know what websites the hashtags connect to before using them.  Recommend that all 
cities and Eco-Garden Subcommittee members use #BAEcoGardens to re-share Eco-Gardens tweets, if 
possible.  Karen asked Lina to be the primary person to post and tweet on behalf of Bay Area Eco Gardens. 
There was also discussion about adding Instagram to the suite of social media platforms. 
  
There is a website called HootSuite that manages all your social media accounts. You post once and it pushes 
out to all social media platforms. BayAreaEcoGardens@gmail.com  
 
Karen motioned to move forward with social media plan. Amber seconded and motion passed.  
 
6. Seed Packets 
Karen sent images to Lina but file was too large and she was unable to receive them. Karen will resend low 
resolution through email and use Dropbox like service for the high-resolution photos. 
 
Lina distributed a sample of the seed packets front and back. Amber suggested removing reference to plant 
list and interactive garden tours in the event that we move to Square Space. It was suggested to add branding 
to the back side of the packet and move website to the top of the packet.  Another suggestion was to use a 
watermark of the Eco-Garden seal behind text on the back side of the packet. Lina will ask permission to use 
the American Meadows photo unless another photo can be found. Amber will forward some photos to Lina.  
 
Karen asked Stephen to send images to her through Google drive or Dropbox so she can create a library and 
plant gallery. Both plant and garden photos are appropriate and welcome. Lina asked if images are labeled 
with plant names. Stephen replied that most are not. It was suggested that the Going Native Plant Tour may 
also be a good resource for photos. Stephen is working on getting access to those photos and believes they 
will be happy to share. Amber also has a lot of photos and will share with Karen and will include plant 
names on the photos.  
 

mailto:BayAreaEcoGardens@gmail.com


 

Karin motioned to move forward with seed packets that include changes noted today. Karen seconded and 
the motion passed unanimously. 
 
7. Events 
Karen invited everyone to SCVWD Landscape Summit on April 20 at City of Cupertino geared to landscape 
professionals and will include information on home, school, commercial and institutional landscapes. 
 
On May 11 the SCVWD will hold a drip irrigation workshop with instructors Lori Palmquist and Scott 
Summerfeld. This is also geared to landscape professionals. 
 
It was recommended that these workshops be posted to the Eco-Gardens website with a note that these are 
for landscape professionals and not the general public. A landscape professional can include Master 
Gardeners, Bay Friendly-trained instructors in addition to traditional landscape designers. 
 
BAWSCA was provided a log-in to the Eco-Gardens website and is going to upload a bunch of workshops to 
the calendar. 

 
8. Adjournment  
The meeting was adjourned at 3:41 p.m. 
 
Next meeting May 12 – send items for next agenda to Lisa or Clif  
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