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Household Hazardous Waste  
TAC Subcommittee Meeting 

June 7, 2016 
 
Location:   County of Santa Clara 
    1555 Berger Drive, Building # 2,  
    3rd Floor, Room 303 
    San Jose, CA  95112   
 
Conference Call Number:    1-866-390-1828, Access Code 9181950 
  
Time:    9:30am – 11:00am     
 
Subcommittee Chair: Alex Wykoff 
 

Agenda 
 
1. Call to Order and Introductions** 

The meeting was called to order by the Chair at 9:45 a.m. 
Attendance: 

• Bill Grimes, County of Santa Clara 
• Wendy Fong, County of Santa Clara 
• Karin Hickey, City of Santa Clara 
• Chuck Muir, City of Palo Alto 
• Alana Rivadeneyra, City of San Jose 
• Carolina Camarena, City of San Jose 
• Bruce Olszewski, SJSU- CDR 
• Alex Wykoff, City of Cupertino 
• Karen Gissibl, City of Sunnyvale (phone) 
• Cary Bloomquist, City of Mountain View (phone) 
• Ramesh Srinivasan, Eco Catalyst (phone) 

 
2. Approval of Draft Meeting Minutes of May 3, 2016 

 
• Minutes approved as submitted. 

3. Public Comment:  

• No public comment. 

 



  

4. “Refuel Your Fun” Campaign Update 

• Karen Gissibl reported the one pound LP gas cylinders continue to be a disposal 
challenge at the Sunnyvale MRF causing periodic explosions and fires when 
they are discarded into the recycling waste stream. 

• Karen has been working with CPSC on a grant funded project to promote 
refillable one pound LP through various retailers.  Ace Hardware has agreed to 
sell the refillable containers and U-Haul has agreed to sell and refill the 
containers at 126 of their locations statewide. 

• The CPSC, City of Sunnyvale, and the County held a press event in June at the 
Mountain View U-Haul where the community was offered a voucher for a free 
refillable cylinder with the return of four disposable containers. 

• Karen reported that CPSC and Sunnyvale have been in discussion with REI and 
Sports Basement about offering the refillable cylinders for sale at their stores.     

5. City of San Jose Presentation of Sports Franchise HHW Outreach Campaign 
 

• Carolina Camarena from the City of San Jose provided an overview of the 
multicultural Earthquakes HHW outreach campaign, including the program 
methodology and targeted demographic.  The three year program with the 
Earthquakes began in 2014 and has focused on males between the age of 18 and 
34.  Current messaging has been on paint, motor oil, litter, and miscellaneous 
HHW. 

 
• Of the messaging conducted to date, 86% has been out of stadia and 14% has 

been in Avaya stadium.  Out of stadia outreach includes, regional bus wraps 
(Palo Alto to Gilroy), TV and radio, text marketing, Spanish language Pandora 
type ads (Euphoria), targeted on-line ads and billboards.  Carolina advised the 
outreach program can be tailored to reach the intended audience. 

 
• Carolina reported that between 2014 and 2015, user hits on the County HHW 

website were up 39% and appointments were up 14%. 
 
• Carolina highlighted the difference between the Earthquake and Shark fan 

demographic illustrating the broad reach Countywide, the sports franchise 
outreach program achieves.   

 
6. Budget Update 
 

• Wendy Fong reported that HHW program participation as of May was down 
approximately 4500 loads and may be partially attributed to Sunnyvale closing 
their facility.   

 
7. Discussion on AB 45 
 

• Rob D’Arcy provided an update on the status of AB 45.  Rob reported that there 
is language in the newest iteration of the bill that requires industry to provide 5 
million dollars to manage the pharmaceuticals, statewide.  Rob advised this 



  

amount is significantly low and would do little in assisting the County with 
meeting the increased HHW collection demands the bill places on local 
government.  

 
8. Adjourn 
 

• The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m. 
 

Next Meeting 
 

• July 5, 2016 
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