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1. Call to Order 

Cheri Donnelly called the meeting to order at 12:34 p.m. A quorum of two was present at the start of the 
meeting. Those present introduced themselves.  Michael nominated Cheri Donnelly to serve as Chair. 
The motion was seconded by Cheri Donnelly, and passed unanimously. At this time additional members 
showed up. 

2. Public Presentations 
There were no public presentations 

3. Identify goals and objectives of C&D facility certification 
The goal is to ensure that C&D waste that is being documented as “recycled” is, in fact, being recycled.  
Additionally, recyclers that are interested in participating could receive financial assistance in getting 
their facilities certified.  
Cheri Donnelly said that they are required to use Newby Island and that Cupertino received a recycling 
rate of 40% as a result.  Michael Gross said there may be a reporting issue. 
It was noted that the RWRC advocated highest and best use.  A subcommittee member indicated that 



 
there are no markets for the material and resulting in alternative diversion may not be the highest and 
best usage. For example, lumber that is pulled from a sort line that would not be acceptable for mulch 
but would be sent to a co-generation facility.  It was clarified that a commissioner would like to see 
better and more reliable quality from a consumer angle.  The key is markets where liability for 
contaminates prohibits highest and best usage.  Sheetrock was mentioned where due to marketing, 
manufactures will not accept material if they cannot identify the origin.  
Meri Soll from ACWMA was asked how Alameda County approached the C&D certification issue.  She 
said that when Alameda first passed an ordinance, jurisdictions questioned the validity of the recycling 
rates.  Thus she and other staff members went to facilities to get data on tons in and tons out.  The 
original self-certified results were widely used around the Bay Area and made them uncomfortable since 
there was no real documentation to support what was being reported.  To get out of the business of 
certification, ACWMA looked to see what else was out there.  The only entity they found was Recycling 
Certification Institute (RCI) that was nationally vetted and ISO compliant.  This way the certification 
would be done through a third party and not self-certified.  Alameda County ended up with an incentive 
program offering to cover the first-year cost of getting certified for mixed C&D facilities.  There are 
currently four cities and the County that are requiring mixed C&D loads be sent to a third party certified 
facility starting July 1, 2018.  Currently RCI is the only one that meets the U.S. Green Building Council 
pilot certification point.  If others come on board then they would be willing to accept as well.  If 
material is taken to a non-certified facility from one of the ordinance jurisdictions, they would only get 
50% recycling rate or 25% without ADC.  There are four facilities certified and ACWMA is reaching 
out to more with a goal of 10.  It should be noted that franchises should not be impacted.   
There was a question about facilities cherry picking loads to skew diversion data.  It was clarified that 
RCI doesn’t certify facilities but rather individual process/sort lines.  It takes about a year to get 
certified.  Additionally, the certification is for mixed stream and not clean loads. Meri said the criteria 
for certification is available on-line. 
Michael Gross gave some historical information on C&D including San Jose’s CDDD program to 
discourage ADC usage for diversion.  It all boils down to residuals, since garbage cannot be stockpiled.  
He said he one of the main reasons he is getting material is due to projects getting a third LEED point 
for using a third party certified facility. 
Meri said she would like to see a regional approach but noted that using a defined batch of materials to 
test the sort line was expensive.   
A question was raised about demolition where material was landfilled without going through any proper 
channels since most waste is generated from demolition.  Michael said he would like to see Planning 
Offices integrate demolition permits into this program.  Jurisdictions are currently asking to measure 
construction and demolition differently. 

4. Next steps for implementation regarding C&D facility certification 
The thought was to create a model ordinance, that would be required at each building department 
counter that would advise contractors that they are only permitted to take materials to certified facilities.  
Additionally, the subcommittee would like to establish an incentive program for facilities in the County 
to get certified, perhaps paying for the first year of certification. 
Lisa Rose will send out a survey asking jurisdictions on what they would like to see in an ordinance. 
The next meeting will be in place of next month’s IC meeting.  

5. Adjournment** 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:28 p.m. 
 

NEXT MEETING:  April 12, 2018 at 12:30PM 
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