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Household Hazardous Waste 
TAC Subcommittee Meeting 

February 14, 2017 
 
Location:   County of Santa Clara 
    1580 Berger Drive (Vector Control) 
    San Jose, CA  95112   
 
Conference Call Number:    1-877-336-1831, Access Code 802898 
  
Time:    9:30am – 11:00am     
 
Subcommittee Chair: Alex Wykoff 
 
Agenda 
 
1. Call to Order and Introductions** 

 
The meeting was called to order by the Chair at 9:30 a.m. 
Attendance: 

• Bill Grimes, County of Santa Clara 
• Wendy Fong, County of Santa Clara 
• Alana Rivadeneyra, City of San Jose 
• Carolina Camarena, City of San Jose 
• Karin Hickey, City of Santa Clara 
• Maija McDonald, Acterra 
• Alex Wykoff, City of Cupertino 

 
2. Approval of Draft Meeting Minutes of January 10, 2016 

 
• Approved as submitted. 

 
3. Public Comment 

  
• No public comment.     

4. Sports Franchise HHW Outreach Plan 
 

• Carolina Camarena provided an update on the VTA bus shelter advertisements 
and advised that due to our campaign being regional and folded into San Jose’s 
other sports advertising, we were given a value ad of 10 additional shelters, 



  

bringing the total of HHW outreach bus shelter ads from 40 to 50.  The 
subcommittee chose the additional sites based on multifamily housing density. 
Six sites with 3 ads were each given one more, two were added to east San Jose, 
and the remaining two were added to downtown San Jose.  Each ad will be 
located on the interior of the shelter on a side panel facing oncoming traffic.  
Ads will be displayed for a minimum of four weeks which is the purchased 
time, however, it is likely they may stay up longer until a new and unrelated ad 
takes that space.   
     

• Each city will be given an opportunity to review shelter locations within their 
jurisdiction and specify any particular language that serves their demographic.  
If no response is received, the ad will be in English.  Wendy Fong will circulate 
the map and location of the shelters for review and comment to each of the 
cities, with responses due back March 3, 2017.   

 
• The subcommittee agreed on the following VTA bus tail ad buys: 

o 45 community shuttles (half-tail) 
o 26 standard buses (half-tail) 
o 1 articulating bus (full-tail)  

The ads will run a minimum of four weeks beginning in September 2017 for 
the Quakes HHW campaign and beginning in March 2018 for the Sharks HHW 
campaign.  The articulating bus is the line which runs between downtown San 
Jose and Palo Alto and the community shuttles serve Morgan Hill/Gilroy and 
the West Valley cities.  The subcommittee has requested the articulating bus ad 
be on the local rather than the express line, to enhance ad visibility due to 
increased stops.       

 
• Carolina advised the shopping card ads previously discussed are cost 

prohibitive.  The subcommittee agreed that due to the limited reach and the high 
costs, further exploration of this approach would be discontinued. 

 
• The subcommittee agreed to run the on-line and mobile ad on Univision for 

three weeks during the Quakes season for a cost of $3,000.  
 
• Based on savings from eliminating the shopping cart ads and cost savings from 

the bus shelter ads/bus tails, the subcommittee is interested in utilizing Comcast 
for a video featuring the selected team players.  Carolina will provide additional 
details and information on costs for this new item before the March HHW 
meeting. 

 
• The subcommittee agreed that interior bus ads would not have the reach desired 

due to limited visibility.  There was interest however, in including VTA light 
rail shelter ads system wide (60 individual shelter ads) for the Sharks HHW 
campaign, for an added cost of $3,500.  These ads would be targeted in the fall, 
during the 49ers season when ridership is increased. 

 
• There is currently $11,000 in savings below the $150,000 budget. These funds 

could potentially be used for the Comcast video and will be discussed in March 
by the subcommittee.  

 
 



  

 
5. HHW Updates 

 
• Bill Grimes reported there is a new thermostat pilot program sponsored by 

CalRecycle and the Thermostat Recycling Corporation (TRC) that is designed 
to encourage proper disposal of old mercury containing thermostats by offering 
a $10 rebate.  Once a thermostat is disposed at a County HHW event, a form is 
provided to the customer who may complete and mail it to the TRC for their 
refund.  Wendy will provide the cities with the flyer for distribution. 
 

• Bill reported more frequent requests by pharmacies participating in the 
medication bin drop-off program to empty the bins of their contents and ship to 
the incinerator.  Demand is such that the second week of the month has been 
designated as the regularly scheduled collection interval, unless there is a 
location that requires more frequent service due to high participation.  

 
6.   Adjournment 
 

• The meeting was adjourned at 11:10 a.m. 
 
Next Meeting 
 

• March 7, 2017 
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